







The Classical Detective Formula of Agatha Christie’s  
The A. B. C. Murders 
 
 















Yohanes Ivan Christianto Hidayat 














ENGLISH LETTERS STUDY PROGRAMME 
FACULTY OF LETTERS 










The Classical Detective Formula of Agatha Christie’s  
The A. B. C. Murders 
 
 
A Thesis Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement to Obtain  













Yohanes Ivan Christianto Hidayat 















ENGLISH LETTERS STUDY PROGRAMME 
FACULTY OF LETTERS 










A THESIS ON 
 
 
The Classical Detective Formula of Agatha Christie’s  









Yohanes Ivan Christianto Hidayat 





























A Thesis defended in front of the Board of Examiners  
on June 26th, 2004 and declared acceptable 
 
 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS 
 
  Name       Signature 
 
Chair Person : Dra. Ekawati M. Dukut, M. Hum   ………………. 
Secretary : Dra. MFY Liza Dwi Ardhyanti, M. Hum  ………………. 









Semarang, June 26th, 2004 
Faculty of Letters 

















There were times when I felt stressful and upset in finishing this thesis, but I 
believed that He is always beside me, and this pleased me. Thus, my first and highest 
gratitude is for my best Friend, Jesus Christ. Without His blessing, this thesis will not 
be finished. 
My second gratitude goes to my dad and my mom who always support me 
whenever I am up or down. Thank you for your love, affection and kindness. 
On this special page, I also want to give my thanks to Dra. Ekawati M. Dukut, 
M. Hum and Dra. MFY. Liza Dwi Ardhiyanti, M. Hum as my major and co sponsor. 
Without both of you, I would never finish my thesis. 
My credits also go to my friends: Yesika, Shanti, Mitra, Bobby and Anton for 
your support; Tiwi and Hermanto for being my rivals in the Faculty of Letters;  
Santalia in Bandung, I miss you so much; and many others who support me. 
Last but not least, my thanks go to all the staffs in the Faculty of Letters – 








TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
TITLE OF PAGE....................................................................................................... i 
PAGE OF APPROVAL ............................................................................................ ii 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS....................................................................................... iii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...................................................................................... iv 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................... v 
ABSTRACT .............................................................................................................. viii 
ABSTRAK ................................................................................................................ ix 
MOTTO..................................................................................................................... x 
CHAPTER I   INTRODUCTION.............................................................................. 1 
1.1. Background of the Study .................................................................................... 1 
1.2. Problems Formulation ........................................................................................ 4 
1.3. Objective of the Study ........................................................................................ 4 
1.4. Significance of the Study.................................................................................... 4 
1.5. Definition of Terms ............................................................................................ 5 
CHAPTER II   LITERARY REVIEW ...................................................................... 7 
     2.1. Situation......................................................................................................... 11 
     2.2. Pattern of Action............................................................................................ 11 
            2.2.1. Introduction of the Detective............................................................... 12 
            2.2.2. Crime and Clues .................................................................................. 13 








            2.2.4. The Announcement of the Solution..................................................... 15 
            2.2.5. The Explanation .................................................................................. 15 
            2.2.6. The Denouement ................................................................................. 17 
     2.3. Characters and Relationship .......................................................................... 17 
            2.3.1. The Victims ......................................................................................... 18 
            2.3.2. The Criminal........................................................................................ 18 
            2.3.3. The Detective....................................................................................... 19 
            2.3.4. Those Threatened by the Crime but Incapable of solving it................ 20 
     2.4. Setting ........................................................................................................... 22 
CHAPTER III   RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .................................................... 23 
CHAPTER IV   ANALYSIS ..................................................................................... 26 
     4.1. Christie’s Formula of Situation ..................................................................... 26 
     4.2. Christie’s Formula of Pattern of Action ........................................................ 29 
            4.2.1 Introduction of the Detective................................................................ 30 
            4.2.2. Crime and Clues .................................................................................. 33 
            4.2.3. Investigation ........................................................................................ 40 
            4.2.4. The Announcement of the Solution..................................................... 43 
            4.2.5. The Explanation .................................................................................. 44 
            4.2.6. The Denouement ................................................................................. 52 
     4.3. Christie’s Formula of Characters and Relationships ..................................... 53 
            4.3.1. The Victims ......................................................................................... 53 








            4.3.3. The Detective....................................................................................... 55 
            4.3.4. Those threatened by the Crime but Incapable in Solving it................. 56 
     4.4. Christie’s Formula of Setting ........................................................................ 61 
CHAPTER V   CONCLUSION ................................................................................ 65 
BIBLIOGRAPHY...................................................................................................... 70 










There are many kinds of literary formulas. One of them is the literary formula 
of the classical detective story. This formula is very popular among the readers and 
writers of the Golden Age of the classical detective fiction. Many classical writers use 
this formula in making their mystery novel about detective fiction. A well-known 
classical detective storywriter such as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Agatha Christie 
used the formula very well.  
Cawelti later on packages this classical detective story literary formula in a 
book entitled Adventure, Mystery, and Romance. In this book, he discusses the details 
of the classical detective story formula. This thesis uses this book as a basis of the 
theory to analyse the literary formula of Agatha Christie’s classical detective story, 
The A.B.C. Murders. It is one of her famous Hercule Poirot series.   
Through a detailed discussion of the situation, pattern of actions, characters 
and relationships and setting, which is formulated by Cawelti this thesis proves that 
The A.B.C. Murders has a unified plot of the classical detective story. This is why 














Ada beberapa formulasi karya sastra dimana salah satunya adalah formulasi 
karya sastra cerita detektif klasik. Formula ini sangat terkenal di antara pembaca dan 
penulis pada Jaman Keemasan cerita detektif klasik. Banyak penulis klasik yang 
menggunakan formulasi ini dalam membuat novel misteri mereka tentang cerita fiksi 
detektif. Penulis terkenal cerita detektif klasik seperti Sir Arthur Conan Doyle dan 
Agatha Christie menngunakan formulasi ini dengan sangat baik. 
Cawelti, setelah itu menjelaskan formulasi cerita detektif klasik dan 
mengemasnya dalam sebuah buku berjudul Adventure, Mystery, and Romance. 
Dalam buku ini, beliau menjelaskan secara rinci tentang formulasi cerita detektif 
klasik secara umum. Tesis ini menggunakan buku ini sebagai dasar teori untuk 
menganalisa sebuah cerita detektif klasik yang ditulis oleh Agatha Christie, The 
A.B.C. Murders. Buku ini merupakan salah satu karya terbaik Agatha Christie tentang 
pengalaman Hercule Poirot.  
Melalui diskusi yang lebih mendalam tentang situasi, pola tindakan, karakter 
dan hubungannya dan setting yang diformulasikan oleh Cawelti, tesis ini 
membuktikan bahwa The A.B.C. Murders mempunyai plot yang baik untuk sebuah 
cerita detektif klasik. Oleh karena itu, semua orang sampai sekarang menyebutnya 


















he shortest distance 
between a problem 
and a solution is the 
distance between your 
knees and the floor. The 
one who kneels to the 
Lord can stand up to 
anything.      
Anonymous 
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